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Def in i t i ons 

60.60 Definitions. As used in this Part, 
terms shall be defined as follows: 

Acrobatic flight. Maneuvers intentionally 
performed by an aircraft involving an abrupt 
change in its altitude, an abnormal attitude, or 
an abnormal acceleration. 

Note: The term "acrobatic flight" is not intended 
to include turns or maneuvers necessary to normal 
flight. 

Air traffic. Aircraft in operation anywhere 
in the airspace and on that area of an airport 
normally used for the movement of aircraft. 

Air traffic clearance. Authorization by air 
traffic control, for the purpose of preventing 
collision between known aircraft, for an air
craft to proceed under specified traffic con i-
tions within controlled airspace. 

Air traffic control. A service operated by 

appropriate authority to promote the safe, 
orderly, and expeditious flow of air traffic. 

Aircraft. Any contrivance used or designed 
for navigation of or flight in the air, except a 
parachute or other contrivance designed for 
such navigation bat used primarily as safety 
equipment. 

Airplane. A mechanically propelled aircraft 
the support of which in flight is derived dynami
cally from the reaction on surfaces in a fixed 
position relative to the aircraft but in motion 
relative to the air. 

Airport. A defined area on land or water, 
including any buildings and Installations, nor
mally used for the take-off and landing of 
aircraft. 

Airship. A mechanically propelled aircraft 
whose support is derived from lighter-than-air 
gas. 

i 

cedure prescribed for that airport by the Ad
ministrator shall be used, unless: 

(a) A different instrument approach pro
cedure specifically authorized by the Admin
istrator is used, or 

(b) A different instrument approach proce
dure is authorized by air traffic control for the 
particular approach, provided such authoriza
tion is issued in accordance with procedures 
approved by the Administrator. 

Note: Standard instrument approach procedures 
prescribed by the Administrator are published in Parte 
609 and 610 or this title, and also may be found in the 
Approach and Landing Charts and Radio Facility 
Charts of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, and 
in the Airman's Guide. Such procedures hare been 
carefully investigated with respect to pattern and ter
rain clearance. Safety would not permit several air
craft to make simultaneous use of more than one in
strument approach procedure unless such operations 
were controlled. 

60.47 Radio communications. Within 
controlled airspace the pilot in command of the 
aircraft shall ensure that a continuous watch 
is maintained on the appropriate radio frequen
cies and shall report by radio as soon as pos
sible the time and altitude of passing each 
designated reporting point, or the reporting 
points specified by air traffic control, together 
with weather conditions which have not been 

forecast, and other information pertinent to 
the safety of (light. 

JVofe." Designated reporting points are noted in 
publications of aids to air navigation. Control of air 
traffic is predicated on knowledge of the position of 
aircraft in night. The reporting of unanticipated weath
er encountered en route such as icing or extreme 
turbulence may be of importance to the safety of other 
aircraft anticipating Bight within the area. 

69.49 Radio failure. It unable to main
tain two-way radio communications, the pilot 
in command of the aircraft shall: 

(a) If operating under VFR conditions, pro
ceed under VFR and land as soon as practicable, 
or 

(b) Proceed according to the latest air traffic 
clearance to the radio facility serving the airport 
of intended landing, maintaining the minimum 
safe altitude, or the last acknowledged assigned 
altitude or Sight level, whichever is higher. 
Descent shall start at the expected approach 
time last authorized or, if not received and 
acknowledged, at the estimated time of arrival 
indicated by the elapsed time specified in the 
flight plan. 

Note: Detailed procedures to be followed by the 
pilot are contained in the FAA Flight Information 
Manual, for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 
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Alternate airport. An airport specified in 
the flight plan to which a flight may proceed 
when a landing at the point of first intended 
landing becomes inadvisable. 

Balloon. An aircraft, excluding moored bal
loons, without mechanical means of propulsion, 
the support of which is derived from lighter-
than-air gas. 

Basic airworthiness. "Basic airworthiness" 
means the structural integrity and control
lability of an aircraft as determined by the pilot 
in normal flight maneuvering such that there is 
no reasonable probability of failure which would 
endanger persons or property. 

Ceiling. The height above the ground or 
water of the lowest layer of clouds or obscuring 
phenomena that is reported as "broken," 
"overcast," or "obscuration" and not classified 
as "thin" or "partial." 

Controlled airspace. Airspace of defined 
dimensions designated in Part 601 of this title 
as continental control area, control area, control 
zone or transition area, within which air traffic 
control is exercised. 

(1) Continental control area. The Con
tinental Control Area consists of the airspace of 
the continental United States at and above 
14,500 feet MSL but excludes: (1) The State of 
Alaska, (2) the airspace less than 1,500 feet 
above terrain, and (3) prohibited and restricted 
areas except those restricted areas specified 
in Part 601 of this Title. 

(2) Control area. Unless otherwise pro
vided in appropriate cases, control areas extend 
upward from 700 feet above the surface until 
designated from 1,200 feet above the surface or 
from at least 500 feet below the MEA, which
ever is higher, to the base of the continental 
control area. 

(3) Control zone. Control zones extend 
upward from the surface. A control zone may 
include one or more airports and is normally a 
circular area of 5 statute miles in radius with 
extensions where necessary to include instru
ment approach and departure paths. 

(4) Transition area. Transition areas 
extend upward from 1,200 feet or higher above 
the surface when designated to complement 
control zones; from 700 feet above the surface 
when designated in conjunction with an airport 
with no control zone but for which an instru
ment approach procedure has been prescribed; 

or from 1,200 feet or higher above the surface 
when designated in conjunction with airway 
route structures or segments. Unless otherwise 
limited, transition areas terminate at the base 
of the overlying controlled airspace. 

Cruising altitude. Cruising altitude is a 
level determined by vertical measurement from 
mean sea level. 

Expected approach time. The time at 
which it is expected that an arriving aircraft will 
be cleared to commence approach for a landing. 

Flight level. Flight level is a level of con
stant atmospheric pressure related to a refer
ence datum of 29.92" Hg. For example, flight 
level 250 is equivalent to an altimeter indication 
of 25,000 feet, and flight level 265 to 26,500 feet. 

Flight plan. Specified information filed 
either verbally or in writing with air traffic con
trol relative to the intended flight of an aircraft. 

Flight test. "Flight test" means flight for 
the purpose of investigating or checking the 
operational capabilities of a new type of aircraft, 
engine, or propeller, the airworthiness of which 
has not been determined by appropriate military 
or civil authority; or flights of production air
craft until the basic airworthiness of the air
craft, engine, or propeller contemplated by the 
appropriate production specification or type cer
tificate is determined by the pilot; or flights in
volving aircraft, engines, or propellers following 
major alteration, as defined in Part 18 of the 
Civil Air Regulations, until the basic airworthi
ness of the aircraft, engine, or propeller has 
been determined by the pilot. 

Flight visibility. The average horizontal 
distance that prominent objects may be seen 
from the cockpit. 

Glider. An aircraft without mechanical 
means of propulsion, the support of which in 
flight is derived dynamically from the reaction 
on surfaces in motion relative to the air. 

Ground visibility. The average range of 
vision in the vicinity of an airport as reported 
by the U.S. Weather Bureau or, if unavailable, 
by an accredited observer. 

Helicopter. A type of rotorcraft the support 
of which in the air is normally derived from air
foils mechanically rotated about an approxi
mately vertical axis. 

IFR. The symbol used to designate instru
ment flight rules. 


